Policy Brief on Naloxone Access
I have worked in the addiction field for 10 years. Originally, my clients had problems with alcohol, marijuana, cocaine and heroin. In 2005, I came across my first client that was addicted to oxycodone. By 2008, more than 50% of people that I treated identified as having a problem with prescription painkillers or heroin. 

I started working at Rutgers in the spring of 2009 – despite my previous experience at an outpatient agency, I was stunned at how many students were addicted to oxycodone. Rutgers students and their friends outside of school were overdosing at alarming rates. I was appointed to the GCADA in 2011 and named the Chair of the Heroin & Other Opiate Task Force in 2012. 

I spent much of 2012 listening (and reading) the testimony of parents who lost their children when they overdosed on opiates. I heard at least 50 face-to-face stories and read the letters and emails of at least 100 more. Some of these deaths could have been prevented if Naloxone was available. 

I’ve read the Task Force Reports from San Diego, Ohio, Nassau County in NY and most significantly, Massachusetts
. I’ve read about states that have passed forward-thinking Good Samaritan Laws
 and Narcan distribution laws
. States that have passed Naloxone Access Laws or currently have a pilot program have seen a reduction in the number of overdose deaths. A recent study reports that the Naloxone access laws have a high return-on-investment and have a very low cost
.
This bill that you are considering today is a rare example of a costless public policy. It will save lives. It is cheap. No one can make a valid argument that it will increase drug use and/or crime. 
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� � HYPERLINK "http://www.mass.gov/eohhs/docs/dph/substance-abuse/opioid-overdose-prevention-strategies.pdf" ��http://www.mass.gov/eohhs/docs/dph/substance-abuse/opioid-overdose-prevention-strategies.pdf�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2012/0278" ��http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2012/0278�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.nchrc.org/advocacy/911-good-samaritan-laws-and-naloxone-access/" ��http://www.nchrc.org/advocacy/911-good-samaritan-laws-and-naloxone-access/�


� � HYPERLINK "http://annals.org/article.aspx?articleid=1487798" ��http://annals.org/article.aspx?articleid=1487798�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.greenagel.com" ��www.greenagel.com�


� � HYPERLINK "http://comminfo.rutgers.edu/directory/greenage/index.html" ��http://comminfo.rutgers.edu/directory/greenage/index.html�








